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					Spanish football manager

In this Spanish name, the first or paternal surname is  Ayestarán and the second or maternal family name is  Barandiarán.
 
Pako Ayestarán	Personal information
	Full name	
Francisco Martín Ayestarán Barandiarán
	Date of birth	
 (1963-02-05) 5 February 1963 (age 61)
	Place of birth	
Beasain, Spain
	Team information
	Current team
	
Aston Villa (assistant)
	Youth career
	Years	
Team
		
Real Sociedad
	Managerial career
	1996	
Osasuna (assistant)
	1997–1999	
Extremadura (assistant)
	2000–2001	
Tenerife (assistant)
	2001–2004	
Valencia (assistant)
	2004–2007	
Liverpool (assistant)
	2011–2012	
Al-Ahli (assistant)
	2013–2014	
Tecos
	2014–2015	
Maccabi Tel Aviv
	2015	
Santos Laguna
	2016	
Valencia (assistant)
	2016	
Valencia
	2017	
Las Palmas
	2018–2019	
Pachuca
	2020–2022	
Tondela
	2022–	
Aston Villa (assistant)


Francisco Martín "Pako" Ayestarán Barandiarán (born 5 February 1963) is a Spanish football manager and coach, who is currently the assistant head coach at Premier League club Aston Villa.

He spent 11 years as assistant to Rafael Benítez at clubs including Valencia and Liverpool. Starting in 2013, he managed as head coach in Mexico, Israel, Portugal, and at Valencia and Las Palmas in La Liga.








Career[edit]

Assistant manager[edit]

Ayestarán was born in Beasain, Gipuzkoa, and had a short stint as a youth player at Real Sociedad. After starting his career as a fitness coach, he was appointed Rafael Benítez's assistant at Osasuna, and remained behind the manager at Extremadura, Tenerife, Valencia and Liverpool. On 1 September 2007, Ayestarán announced his departure from The Reds after 11 years partnering Benítez. Benítez accused Ayestarán of "betrayal" as Ayestarán "contacted other clubs behind his back" while Ayestarán rejected the accusations, claiming instead that Benítez "forgot his principles".[1][2]

Ayestarán joined Real Sociedad as sporting director in 2008, but left after a few weeks due to conflicts with the club president. He then served as fitness coach at Benfica[3] and Valencia,[4] leaving the latter in June 2010 for "professional reasons".[5] In mid-2011, Ayestarán was named Quique Sánchez Flores' assistant at Al-Ahli Dubai, but left the club roughly a year later.[6]


Manager[edit]

On 24 August 2013, Ayestarán took up coaching, being appointed at the helm of Estudiantes Tecos.[7] On 29 May 2014, after failing to win promotion despite reaching the final of the tournament, Ayestarán announced his departure from Tecos, saying he had "no intention of continuing to manage in the Ascenso MX".[8]

Ayestarán was appointed Maccabi Tel Aviv manager on 26 August 2014, replacing fellow Spaniard Óscar García who had resigned due to the war in Gaza.[9] He led Maccabi to a first-ever treble in Israeli football, winning the Premier League (the club's third in a row), the State Cup and the Toto Cup.[10] On 20 August 2015, however, he resigned from the club.[11]

On 20 August 2015, Ayestarán returned to Mexico, being appointed at the helm of Santos Laguna.[12] He and the club terminated his contract on 21 November "upon mutual consent" after a 15th-place finish in the Apertura 2015.[13][14]

It was announced on 14 February 2016 that Ayestarán would join Gary Neville's backroom staff at Valencia.[15] On 31 March, he was appointed manager of the club for the remainder of the season after the Englishman's sacking.[16] He suffered defeat against Las Palmas in his debut match[17] before recording consecutive La Liga wins over Sevilla, Barcelona and Eibar in April.[18]

On 24 May 2016, Ayestarán was appointed Valencia manager until 30 June 2018.[19] However, he was sacked on 20 September with the team in last place in the league table, having lost all four games of the season and 8 of his overall 12 fixtures.[20]

Ayestarán replaced Manolo Márquez as the new Las Palmas manager on 27 September 2017.[21] He recorded 1 draw and 6 defeats before his dismissal on 30 November, as the Canary Islands club suffered relegation.[22]

On 29 May 2018, Ayestarán returned to Mexico's top flight to become manager of Pachuca.[23] He was sacked on 20 January 2019, after missing the Apertura play-offs and underperforming three games into the Clausura season.[24]

Ayestarán returned to work on 10 August 2020 with a two-year contract at Tondela in Portugal's Primeira Liga. He succeeded his fellow Basque Natxo González in the job.[25] With a 3–1 home win over Estoril on 21 December 2021, he guided the team to the quarter-finals of the Taça de Portugal for the first time in their history.[26]

On 16 March 2022, after a run of five losses and a draw in the league, Ayestarán was dismissed by Tondela. Nonetheless, the team had a 3–0 lead to take into their cup semi-final second leg against Mafra.[27]


Assistant head coach[edit]

On 4 November 2022, Ayestarán was officially announced as assistant head coach to Unai Emery at Aston Villa.[28]


Managerial statistics[edit]

	As of 19 March 2022


	Team
	Nat
	From
	To
	Record

	G	W	D	L	Win %

	Tecos
	[image: Mexico]
	24 August 2013
	29 May 2014
	28
	10
	13
	5
	035.71

	Maccabi Tel Aviv
	[image: Israel]
	26 August 2014
	1 June 2015
	37
	22
	9
	6
	059.46

	Santos Laguna
	[image: Mexico]
	20 August 2015
	22 November 2015
	17
	4
	5
	8
	023.53

	Valencia
	[image: Spain]
	31 March 2016
	20 September 2016
	12
	3
	1
	8
	025.00

	Las Palmas
	[image: Spain]
	27 September 2017
	30 November 2017
	9
	1
	1
	7
	011.11

	Pachuca
	[image: Mexico]
	29 May 2018
	20 January 2019
	28
	12
	9
	7
	042.86

	Tondela
	[image: Portugal]
	10 August 2020
	16 March 2022
	68
	21
	10
	37
	030.88

	Total
	199
	73
	48
	78
	036.68



Honours[edit]

	Tecos


	Ascenso MX: 2014 Clausura


	Maccabi Tel Aviv


	Israeli Premier League: 2014–15
	Israel State Cup: 2014–15
	Toto Cup: 2014–15


Liverpool


	UEFA Champions League: 2004–05 UEFA Champions League


Valencia


	La Liga: 2003–04
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	Pako Ayestarán managerial positions
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Maccabi Tel Aviv F.C. – managers

	
	Gur-Arie (1910s–?)
	Ratner (192?–34)
	Pollak (1934–39)
	Weiss (1939–41)
	Pollak (1941–47)
	Beit haLevi (1947–52)
	Machlis (1952–53)
	Beit haLevi (1953–57)
	Tessler (1957–59)
	Merimovich (1959–61)
	Molnár (1961–62)
	Halivner (1962)
	Stankovic (1962–64)
	E. Spiegel (1966–67)
	Erlich (1966–67)
	Halivner (1967–68)
	Merimovich (1968–69)
	Schweitzer (1969–70)
	Halivner (1970–71)
	Schneor (1971–72)
	Merimovich (1972–73)
	Schneor (1973–76)
	Grundman (1976–77)
	Perlman (1977–78)
	Bachar (1978–79)
	Rosen (1979–80)
	Seltzer (1980–81)
	Grundman (1981–82)
	Bachar (1982–83)
	Schweitzer (1983–85)
	Shenhar (1985–87)
	G. Spiegel (1987–88)
	Merimovich (1988–89)
	Bachar (1989–90)
	Rosen (1990–91)
	Grant (1991–95)
	Kashtan (1995–96)
	Grant (1996–2000)
	Scharf (2000)
	Levine (2000–02)
	Klinger (2002–05)
	Caanen (2005–06)
	Cohen (2006–07)
	Levine (2007–08)
	Ben Shimon (2008)
	Nimni (2009–10)
	Mizrahi (2010–11)
	Ivanir (2011)
	Levine (2011–12)
	García (2012–13)
	Sousa (2013–14)
	García (2014)
	Ayestarán (2014–15)
	Jokanović (2015)
	Bosz (2016)
	Arveladze (2016–17)
	Vidigal (2017)
	Cruyff (2017–18)
	Ivić (2018–20)
	Donis (2020–21)
	van Leeuwen (2021)
	Krstajić (2021–22)
	Ivić (2022–23)
	Karanka (2023)
	Keane (2023–)











	

	v
	t
	e


Santos Laguna – managers

	
	Ortiz (1988–89)
	Maturano (1989–90)
	Herrera (1990–91)
	Estrada (1991)
	Maturano (1991–92)
	Jáuregui (1992)
	Dellacha (1992)
	Matosas (1992–93)
	García (1993–94)
	López (1994–95)
	Hernández (1995–96)
	José Vantolrá (1996)
	A. Tena (1996–98)
	López (1998)
	de Dios Castillo (1999)
	Quirarte (1999–2001)
	Bueno (2002)
	L. F. Tena (2002–03)
	E. de la Torre (2004–05)
	Jorge Vantolrá (2005)
	Galindo (2006)
	Graniolatti (2006)
	Guzmán (2006–09)
	Bueno (2009)
	Romano (2010–11)
	Cocca (2011)
	Rergisc (2011)
	Galindo (2011–12)
	Caixinha (2013–15)
	Ayestarán (2015)
	Zubeldía (2016)
	J. M. de la Torre (2016–17)
	Siboldi (2017–18)
	Reyes (2018–19)
	Duartec (2019)
	Almada (2019–21)
	Caixinha (2022)
	Fentanes (2022–23)
	Repetto (2023–)











	

	v
	t
	e


Valencia CF – managers

	
	Kinké (1921–22)
	Sancho (1922–23)
	Fivébr (1923–27)
	Elliott (1927–29)
	Fivébr (1929–31)
	Galloway (1931–33)
	Greenwell (1933–34)
	Fivébr (1934–35)
	Balsa (1935–36)
	Encinas (1939–42)
	Rino (1942–43)
	Cubells (1943–46)
	Pasarín (1946–48)
	Quincoces (1948–54)
	Iturraspe (1954–56)
	Miró (1956–58)
	Quincoces (1958–59)
	Bumbel (1959–60)
	Quincocesi (1960)
	Balmanya (1960–62)
	Scopelli (1962–63)
	Pasieguito (1963–64)
	Mundo (1964–65)
	Barinaga (1965–66)
	Mundo (1966–68)
	Joseíto (1968–69)
	Buqué & Artigas (1969–70)
	Di Stéfano (1970–74)
	Ćirić (1974–75)
	Milošević (1975)
	Mestre (1975–76)
	Herrera (1976–77)
	Mestre (1977)
	Domingo (1977–79)
	Pasieguito (1979)
	Di Stéfano (1979–80)
	Pasieguito (1980–82)
	Mestre (1982)
	Miljanić (1982–83)
	Aguirre (1983)
	Paquito (1983–84)
	Gil (1984–85)
	Valdez (1985–86)
	Di Stéfano (1986–88)
	Gil (1988)
	Espárrago (1988–91)
	Hiddink (1991–93)
	Núñez (1993–94)
	Rieloi (1994)
	Hiddink (1994)
	Parreira (1994–95)
	Rieloi (1995)
	Aragonés (1995–96)
	Rieloi (1996)
	Valdano (1996–97)
	Ranieri (1997–99)
	Cúper (1999–2001)
	Benítez (2001–04)
	Ranieri (2004–05)
	López Habas (2005)
	Flores (2005–07)
	Fernándezi (2007)
	Koeman (2007–08)
	Voroi (2008)
	Emery (2008–12)
	Pellegrino (2012)
	Voroi (2012)
	Valverde (2012–13)
	Đukić (2013)
	Estévezi (2013)
	Pizzi (2014)
	Nuno (2014–15)
	Voroi (2015)
	Neville (2015–16)
	Ayestarán (2016)
	Voroi (2016)
	Prandelli (2016)
	Voro (2016–17)
	Marcelino (2017–19)
	Celades (2019–20)
	Voroi (2020)
	Gracia (2020–21)
	Voroi (2021)
	Bordalás (2021–22)
	Gattuso (2022–23)
	Voroi (2023)
	Baraja (2023–)




(s) = secretary; (p) = player-manager; (i) = interim; (c) = caretaker manager
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UD Las Palmas – managers

	
	Arencibia (1949–50)
	Martinón (1950)
	Mazzotti (1950)
	Campos (1950)
	Arocha (1950–51)
	Valle (1951–52)
	Caicedo (1952–53)
	Mazzotti (1953)
	Grech (1953–57)
	Urbieta (1957)
	Molowny (1957–58)
	Albéniz (1958–59)
	Mazzotti (1959)
	Domingo (1959–60)
	Molowny (1960)
	Benavente (1960–61)
	Campos (1961–62)
	Hernández (1962–63)
	Dauder (1963–66)
	Ochoa (1966–67)
	Molowny (1967–70)
	Hernández (1970)
	Rial (1970–71)
	Sinibaldi (1971–75)
	H. Herrera (1975–76)
	Olsen (1976–77)
	Muñoz (1977–79)
	Ruiz (1979–80)
	León (1980–81)
	H. Herrera (1982)
	Skocik (1982–83)
	León (1983)
	Nuñez (1983–84)
	Dévora (1984)
	Olsen (1984–85)
	Alzate (1985–86)
	Caballero (1986)
	Kovács (1986–87)
	Dévora (1987–88)
	Olsen (1988)
	Pérez (1988–89)
	Dévora (1989)
	Paquito (1989–90)
	Cardo (1990–91)
	Olsen (1991)
	Brindisi (1991)
	Dévora (1991)
	Olsen (1991–92)
	Joanet (1992)
	León (1992)
	Pérez (1992–93)
	Sáez (1993–94)
	Boronat (1994)
	Castellano (1994–95)
	Sáez (1995)
	Rosales (1995–96)
	Cappa (1996–97)
	Castellano (1997)
	García Remón (1997–98)
	Castellano (1998–99)
	Quintana (1999)
	Krešić (1999–2001)
	Vázquez (2001–02)
	Uribe (2002–03)
	Rodríguez (2003)
	Vidal (2003–04)
	Stambouli (2004)
	Luis (2004)
	Amaral (2004)
	Aguiar (2004–05)
	Višnjić (2005–06)
	Aguiar (2006)
	Juanito (2006–07)
	Rodríguez (2007–08)
	Vidales (2008–09)
	Castellano (2009)
	Krešić (2009–10)
	Jémez (2010–11)
	Rodríguez (2011–12)
	Lobera (2012–14)
	Josico (2014)
	P. Herrera (2014–15)
	Setién (2015–17)
	Márquez (2017)
	Ayestarán (2017)
	Paquitoc (2017)
	Jémez (2017–18)
	Jiménez (2018)
	P. Herrera (2018–19)
	Mel (2019–22)
	Gª Pimienta (2022–)











	

	v
	t
	e


C.F. Pachuca – managers

	
	Grenfell (1904–05)
	Penguely (1917–18)
	Crowle (1919–20)
	Candía (1966–69)
	Evaristo (1969)
	Órnelas (1969)
	Marik (1969–70)
	Álvarez (1970)
	Ormeño (1970–71)
	Miloc (1971–72)
	Rufo (1972)
	Cheix (1972–73)
	del Muro (1973)
	Fal (1991–93)
	Jáuregui (1993)
	Puente (1996)
	Yudica (1996–98)
	Aguirre (1998–01)
	Tena (2001–03)
	Trucco (2003)
	Romano (2004)
	Ramella (2005)
	Ayalac (2005)
	Tena (2005)
	Trejo (2005–06)
	Meza (2006–09)
	Rivarola (2009–10)
	Marini (2010)
	Ayalac (2010)
	Flores (2011–12)
	Sánchez (2012)
	Caballero (2013)
	Meza (2013–14)
	Alonso (2015–18)
	Ayestarán (2018)
	Palermo (2019)
	Pezzolano (2020–21)
	Almada (2021–)




(c) = caretaker manager
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